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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ESTC, SP 

SUBJECT: PRE-LICENSE CHECK INSTITUTO ESSANOL DEL ENVASE 
Y EMBALAJE 

REF: OEA/CD CASE 3-198; STATE 266553; MADRID 6129 

1 . EH CUSTOMER, JOAQUIN SAB ATE, DIRECTOR OF MEXCOSA, 

LAST VISITED EMBASSY ON AUGUST 12 AS COVERED IN MADRID 
6129. AT THAT TIME EMBOFF EXPLAINED EXACTLY WHAT ADDITION- 
AL INFORMATION WAS NEEDED IN ORDER TO COMPLETE PRE-LICENSE 
INVESTIGATION. SABATE SAID HE WOULD COLLECT INFORMATION 
AND FORWARD SAME TO EMBASSY, AS WELL AS ARRANGE VISIT TO 
PLANT SITE IN TARRAGONA. 

2. EMBASSY RECEIVED LETTER FROM SABATE ON AUGUST 31 
ENCLOSING RATHER GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT, WITH 
VERY LITTLE OF INFORMATION WHICH WE HAD REQUESTED. ON 
SEPTEMBER 1, WE WROTE TO SABATE, ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT 
OF HIS LETTER AND ITEMIZING FURTHER POINTS WE WISHED 
COVERED. AT SAME TIME WE PROPOSED VISIT TO PLANT SITE 
DURING WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12-16. EMBASSY HAS NOT HEARD 
FROM MR. SABATE SINCE THAT LETTER. COPIES OF THESE 
LETTERS BEING FORWARDED BY POUCH. 
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3. COMMENT: WHILE TRANSACTION MAY BE ENTIRELY LEGITIMATE, 
IT HAS BEEN MOST DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN REQUESTED INFORMATION 
FROM SABATE. IN ADDITION SABATE HAS CHANGED STORY AT 
LEAST TWICE ABOUT NATURE OF PROJECT AND PLANNED LOCATION 
OF PLANT, BLAMING CHANGE OF LATTER ON ' LOCAL ZONING 
PROBLEMS". EMBASSY CONTINUES TO BE AVAILABLE TO PURSUE 
INVESTIGATION, INCLUDING VISIT TO TARRAGONA PLANT SITE. 
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HOWEVER, AT THIS POINT WE FEEL THAT BALL IS IN SABATE'S 
COURT AND HE MUST MAKE NEXT MOVE IF STILL INTERESTED IN 
PROJECT. STABLER 
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